the external branch. Suggestions for therapy included sympathectomy and thrombectomy among others, but it was the writer 's belief that a conservative regimen would probably save the limb and lead to some measure of function. Such a program and the possible results to be had from it had been learned at the knee of one of the senior members of this Journal's Editorial Board who is an internist. The program included elevation of the head of the bed on 6-inch blocks, reflex heat to the abdomen, protective cotton padding to the extremity protected by an unlit cradle, and abstinence from tobacco. Not only did the extremity survive, but 9 years later the patient has no limitation in walking and readily palpable pedal pulses in the affected foot.
With the developments of the past 10 years it is quite likely that a patient presenting a similar problem would today have an electively timed operative procedure such as thromboendarterectomy or a bypass with a plastic prosthesis. Whether the long-term result would be as good, cannot be answered at this time.
It seems clear that the integrated clinic staffed by internists and surgeons interested in cardiovascular problems with coordinated in-hospital supervision will function in the patients' best interest. In actual practice the constant rubbing of minds generates sparks that are often revealing and even surprise their originators. In the experience of the author this brings to the staff the deepest of satisfactions.
JERE W. LORD, JR.
A word or two upon an ethical problem which is often very perplexing-viz., What is your duty in the matter of telling a patient that he is probably the subject of an incurable disease? I can give you no hard-and-fast rule; the temperament of the individual himself, his associations and responsibilities, your own convictions as to the seriousness of the condition-all these must be carefully weighed. The question is somewhat theoretical, since in reality the necessity does not often arise. The announceinent has already been made, for no man suffers the anguish of a severe paroxysm of angina without a consciousness of the nearness of the Angel of Death. We are sometimes, I confess, placed in positions of the utmost delicacy, since a man may have not the slightest intimation of his parlous state, and You may become aware of the urgent necessity that he should make proper arrangements to protect his wife and children. In such a case a quiet hint as to the uncertainty of the outlook in heart and artery disease may be enough to set him a-thinking; or, in the case of an "evenbalanced soul," the whole question may be discussed frankly. One thing is certain: it is not for you to don the black cap, and, assuming the judicial function, take hope from any patient-"hope that comes to all"-and you may dwell with advantage on the aspects of John 
